THE ORGANS OF SPEECH.

INTEODUCTION.

THE possession of speech has always been considered as
a distinctive mark of the human race, and indeed, as
far as we can learn from history or ethnography, in no
age and in no part of the globe do we meet with a people
without a language. Although races are known which
in this respect are at a very low standard of development,
and which possess *a language which is very poor both
in its form and in the expression of ideas, they still
nevertheless do possess a language, which answers to
their humble condition and is sufficient for their different
wants.

In fact, the possession of speech cannot be prized too
highly, since its possession serves the whole human race
as the starting-point towards the acquirement of a pro-
gressive development and of civilization; it is the chief
means by which the ideas and thoughts of individuals
are communicated to their fellows, and the knowledge of
one generation transmitted to the next. When, again,
we consider that speech is the means by which feelings
of every kind are communicated and excited, whether in
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